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notions of human knowledge ; he is, moreover,
taught the doctrines and the evidences of his religion,1
the'history of his country., and the leading features of
its Constitution. In the States of Connecticut and
Massachusetts, it is extremely rare to find a man
imperfectly acquainted with all these things, and a"
person wholly ignorant of them is a sort of pheno-
menon.
When I compare the Greek and Roman Republics
with these American States, the manuscript libraries
of the former, and their rude population, with the
innumerable journals and the enlightened people of
the latter ; when I remember all the attempts that
are made to judge the modern republics by the
assistance of those of antiquity, and to infer what will
happen in our time from what took place two
thousand years ago,, I am tempted to burn my books,
in order to apply none but novel ideas to so novel a
condition of society.
What I have said of New England must not, how-
ever, be applied indistinctly to the whole Union ; as
we advance toward the West or the South, the
instruction of the people diminishes. In the States
which are adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico, a certain
number of individuals may be found, as in our own
countries, who are devoid of the rudiments of instruc-
tion. But there is not a single district in the United
States sunk in complete ignorance ; and for a very
simple reason : the peoples of Europe started from
the darkness of a barbarous condition, to advance
toward the light of civilization ; their progress has
been unequal ; some of them have improved apace,
while others have loitered in their course, and
some have stopped, and are still sleeping upon the
way.
Such has not been the case in the United States,